
It is with some sadness that
I have to report that my
SBS-1 has been used very

little during July. With this
being the busiest month in
terms of airshows and other
events, I have been unable to
spend the quality time that I
would like to with my virtual
radar. 

However, this is only a
temporary thing and, by the
time you read this, my SBS-1
will be working overtime.  

So, I feel it is a good time to
answer a few questions that
have been raised by readers
and also to give some
background information on the
company that created the best
aviation enthusiast tool since
the radio scanner.

FAQ’s
These are just a few questions
that have come through my
inbox of late.  

Q: What do the blue LEDs
mean?

A: The blue LEDs represent the
total number of Mode S replies
and/or ADS-B packets received
per second.

One flickering LED means 
< 50 per sec 
One steady LED means  
50-100 per sec 
Two steady LEDs mean 
100-200 per sec 
Three steady LEDs mean
200-600 per sec 
Four steady LEDs mean
>600 per sec

Q: Does the antenna position
affect the SBS-1 reception?
A: Yes, the SBS-1 system works
in the same way as radio
scanners do and operates on
the ‘line of sight’ principle. The
higher up your antenna is
placed, the further it can ‘see’
aircraft and thus receive more
aircraft signals. If other
buildings or a landmass blocks
out the view of a portion of the
sky for the antenna, the SBS-1
will struggle to receive signals
from that area.

Q: What is the maximum
range that aircraft can be
tracked?
A: It’s impossible to be able to
give a specific figure for
individual setups because the
range can vary greatly
depending on how the antenna
is positioned. In tests, using a
roof- mounted antenna, I have
been able to see aircraft at
ranges of up to 250 miles.

About Kinetic
Having recently returned from
Farnborough airshow and
meeting the good people at
Kinetics, I feel it is a prudent
time to give some brief
information on the company and
how the SBS-1 came about.  

Kinetic Avionic Products
Limited was founded in
February 2005 by David
Goodman and Keith Frewin.
The overall aim was to design,
develop and deploy low cost
avionic products and solutions.
As both founders are
experienced helicopter pilots,
the end products always have
the user, namely the pilot in
mind.  

When the SBS-1 was initially
conceived, it was created to test
a different product. However,
once marketed to the aviation
enthusiast, the revolutionary
device gathered a huge
following in a very short space
of time.

Since its launch in July 2005,
more than 2000 SBS-1 units
have been sold. The device has

also been bought by companies
such as Thales, Raytheon,
QuinetiQ, Lockhead Martin and
the CAA.  The size of the
companies goes a long way to
show the quality of the SBS-1.

Summer Party 2006 
Join us on Sunday September
10th from 12pm to 5pm, at the
Elstree Aerodrome for the
Kinetic Avionics Summer Party.
Martin Lynch & Sons, the sole
distributor of the SBS-1, will be
there too. The party will make a
great day out for all the family,
with helicopter rides, a
barbeque, bouncy castle, live
music, SBS-1 user panels and
accessory sales. The event is
taking place in support of the
Childrens Air Ambulance.

This will be a great chance to
visit the staff of Kinetic Avionics,
chat with like-minded SBS-1
users and get some insight into
the future additions and
forthcoming products from
Kinetic Avionics.  

See you there! Just
remember to keep those SBS-1
systems running.
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Virtual radar tracking of aircraft - a new dimension to airband listening

Kinetic Avionic Products launched the SBS-1 in July 2005.

Answers to your questions and
some background on the SBS-1

Logs & Comments
Logs comments and

contributions always

welcome to:

The SBS-1 Files, 

28 Eglinton Street, 

Saltcoats, 

Ayrshire, 

Scotland KA21 5DG. 

E-mail:

sbsfiles@btinternet.com

www.black-triangle.co.uk
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Join Kinetic Avionics at Elstree Aerodrome for

their Charity Summer Party on September 10th.
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