Virtual radar tracking of aircraft - a new dimension to airband listening

The A380 tracked on its approach into Heathrow during its maiden voyage. [Kinetics].

The Airbus A380 was viewed
on SBS-1 screens around
southern England on its first

flight.

Firmware Updates

Kinetic Avionics recently
released the latest firmware
updates and base station
software for the SBS-1. The
V301 firmware update and the
1.1.0.64 base station software
update are both well worth the
download.

Having recently purchased
a new desktop PC to act as a
dedicated Radar Unit, |
downloaded the required
updates and was amazed at
the results. Prior to the
dedicated desktop unit, | had
been running the SBS-1 on
my laptop. The highest
number of planes | had on my
aircraft list using that set up
was 201. After the first day of
using the new desktop and
new software updates, the

highest number is now a
whopping 713! A vast
improvement that will be down
to the extra power provided
from the desktop computer, as
well as the firmware updates
on the actual SBS unit itself!
Visit
http://www.kineticavionics.
co.uk/downloads_auth.php
for the updates.

As a precaution, it is
recommended you back-up all
your software files on your
computer before installing the
new updates. Better to be safe
than sorry as the saying goes.

Interesting Movements
One key area that | am
planning to look at more each
month, with your help, is the
variety of interesting aircraft

that are logged on the SBS
radars around the country.

One of the most interesting
loggings so far is, without a
doubt, the brand spanking new
Airbus A380 as it did its tour of
southern England and landed
at Heathrow.

As this massive airliner flew
over Bristol and into the
holding pattern at Heathrow,
SBS-1 operators around the
area were frantically tracking
the aircraft on its maiden
voyage to this part of the
country. Naturally, they were
not disappointed and reports
were coming in from users all
around southern England
reporting they had logged and
tracked the A380.

With the A380 being state-of
the-art in all forms, it also
boasts the latest Mode-S
Extended Squitter Automatic
Dependant Surveillance
Broadcast (ADS-B) technology.
This new, advanced system
automatically transmits vital
information such as altitude
and position, which allows its
location to be easily tracked by
ground based stations and
also by other aircraft.

With regular flights from the
UK starting later in 2006, SBS-1
users around the country will,
hopefully, soon have this
aircraft as appearing regularly
on their radar screens. | am,
personally, looking forward to
the first time this new aircraft

Logs & Comments
Logs comments and
contributions always
welcome to:

The SBS-1 Files,

28 Eglinton Street,
Saltcoats,

Ayrshire,

Scotland KA21 5DG.
E-mail:
sbsfiles@btinternet.com
www.black-triangle.co.uk

flies North of border to pay us
‘Jocks’ a visit!

Inbox

Thanks to Maurice Wragg for
the E-mails regarding the plane
spotter program. This software
was covered by Mike Richards
in the Decode section of the
May and June issues of
RadioUser. Maurice now has
this ACARS based plotting
program running alongside his
SBS-1 and is getting great
results. This is something that |
plan to investigate a bit more
and will report back, in due
course, with some results.

| am keen to hear from
anyone who uses their SBS
away from home, perhaps
taking it in the car when they
go to their local airfield? | have
seen at least one SBS antenna
on a car during my last jaunt to
Prestwick. | am sure that my
SBS will be leaving the shack
from time-to-time this summer,
so expect some ‘in the field’
reports in the coming months.

That’s all for this month.
Keep your letters and E-mails
coming in and’ if you are an
SBS1 user, | want to hear from
you. Until next time, keep those
SBS-1s active. [ ]

Kinetic Avionics, exhibiting recently at Fly! - The London Air Show.

Roger Hall



